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Curtain to raise on 
NFL free agency 


A look at the Bears’ wants and needs 
as they head into free agency for the 
sixth time under GM Ryan Pace. 
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When it’s time to 
date after divorce 


There are no rules, but there are some 
steps that can make the transition go 
a little smoother. 


REAL ESTATE 


Shining a light 
on solar power 


Discover ways Chicago homeowners 
— and apartment dwellers — can save 
with renewable energy. 
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GENERAL MOTORS 


Cars that didn’t 
deserve to get ax 


Automakers have a knack for giving 
good cars the whack just when they 
get them right. Why? 
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BREAKING NEWS AT CHICAGOTRIBUNE.COM 


Chicago school families facing 
challenges linked to resources 


By CHRISTY GUTOWSKI 


Barbara Murphy has tried to hide her 
fears from her quarantined 15-year-old son, 
keeping him calm and occupied while 
worrying for days that he was infected by 
the new coronavirus. 

The Chicago teen is one of more than 200 
students with disabilities at Vaughn Occu- 
pational High School who have been asked 
to remain in their homes since late March 6, 
when it was confirmed that a special 
education classroom aide had the virus. His 
medical fragilities place him at high risk for 
developing COVID-19; born with a rare 
birth defect that didn’t allow his lungs to 
grow fully, John also has autism and 
epilepsy. 

“He doesn’t understand all this,” Murphy 
said. “He’s very confused and wondering 
why he’s not going to school. ... He’s a social 
guy, and I think is really missing out on 
seeing his friends.” 


Turn to School, Page 9 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Vaughn parents unite in quarantine 


BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


Barbara Murphy speaks Wednesday with her son John, 15, a quarantined Vaughn Occupa- 
tional High School student who does not have symptoms of the coronavirus, at home. 


MORE COVERAGE 


Trump declares 
virus pandemic a 
national emergency 


The declaration frees up more money and 
resources. The president rejected any 
responsibility for delays in making tests 
available. Nation & World, Page 31 


COURTS: The vast majority of Cook 
County court operations, both criminal and 
civil, will be postponed for nearly a month 
beginning Tuesday. Chicagoland, Page 12 


GOING QUIET: The Masters is postponed; 
White Sox GM keeps a long-range view; 
Cubs players could head home for ex- 
tended time. Chicago Sports 


AT WORK: Crisis could be “watershed 
moment” for WFH — working from home 
— if employers pull it off right. Business 


CLIMATE CHANGE GREAT LAKES, HIGH STAKES 


— lL 
ae 


COLETTI re 


Capt. Shannon Magers steers a ferry on Jan. 23 though a part of Lake Superior cars can normally drive on this time of year. 


DISAPPEARING ICE CRACKS 
COASTAL TOWNS’ ECONOMY 


Residents’ way of life shaped by cold weather changing along Lake Superior 


By TONY BRISCOE 


ASHLAND, Wis. — Clutching an oversized drill in one hand, third-generation 
ice-fishing guide Aron Kastern trudged through a blinding mix of rain and snow in late 


January to cross a frozen bay on Lake Superior. 


During what is normally around the coldest time of the year, the temperature was a 
gentle 32 degrees, and puddles of slush sat atop the ice in some places. 

Kastern bored through 14 inches of ice until he hit water. He threaded a fishhook 
with chopped up pieces of minnows and unspooled a line nearly 30 feet to the bottom 
of the lake. Bobbing his fishing rod in a technique known as jigging — which is intended 
to lure fish by imitating the motions of wounded prey — he wondered aloud whether 
his 2-year-old daughter and 4-year-old son would be able to continue the family 


profession. 


In the past decade, balmy winter 
temperatures and waning ice cover have 
complicated Kastern’s charters. More 
often than not, he and other ice fishermen 
have been confined to shallow bays and 
harbor mouths, rather than trekking 25 
miles offshore to cast lines in 200-foot 
waters, where they have a better chance 
to reel in prized deepwater fish. 

“The winters aren’t what they used to 
be when I was a kid,” said Kastern, 43. 
“What are we going to tell folks who are 
coming up and booked in advance to fish 
the big lake trout? ‘Well, folks, we just 


Turn to Superior, Page 10 


Coronavirus 
threat mutes 
state primary 
election’s end 


Suburban voters hold key to 
Democratic presidential race 


By RICK PEARSON 


What at one time had looked to be a 
traditionally raucous final weekend before a 
St. Patrick’s Day Illinois primary has turned 
eerily silent, with parades, rallies and 
door-knocking giving way to phone banking 
and social distancing amid the threat of 
COVID-19. 

Instead of concern over Russian hacking 
of election systems, as occurred in Illinois 
four years ago, the threat is about a bug — a 
dangerous virus whose potential for conta- 
gion prompted state officials to encourage 
voters to cast a ballot by mail or vote early to 
avoid crowds at polling places on Tuesday. 

“We're very serious when we say vote 
once and wash your hands early and often,’ 
Chicago Election Board Chairwoman 
Marisel Hernandez said, playing off the 
cliche, “Vote early and often.” 

After city and state officials canceled 
Chicago’s traditional St. Patrick’s Day pa- 
rades — a staple of election year campaigns 
as politicians jostled for front-of-the-line 
photo opportunities — suburban communi- 
ties followed suit. Then, candidates across 
the ballot abandoned even small rallies and 


Turn to Primary, Page 16 


Marking a deadly day 


New Zealanders on Sunday will remember 
the 51 people who died when a gunman 
attacked two mosques in Christchurch last 
year. Nation & World, Page 27 


Is the Spire site cursed? 


Revised plans for the land, which has been 
vacant for 12 years, show a watering-down 
of the project’s previously arresting skyline 
presence. Blair Kamin in Business 


ae Tom Skilling’s forecast High 45 Low 28 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast in Nation & World, Page 39 
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